Chapter Five

DANZIG:   PERPETUAL
BONE   OF   CONTENTION

EVEN THE COMPARATIVELY FEW AUTHENTIC DETAILS

concerning the Polish wars of independence show
what a terrific sacrifice of energy and human life
these struggles involved. It was never the ambition
of the Poles to conquer other peoples. What the
Jagellonian Kings wanted was to unite all the Slav
minorities and peoples under one sceptre, just as
the Germany of to-day wants to unite all Germans
in the Reich.

The Germans and Russians involved the Poles in
many hard struggles during the centuries following
upon the Jagellonian era. We will deal with the
various partitions of Poland later, but a particularly
tragic chapter in the history of that unfortunate
country has been the problem of Danzig, which is
of far earlier origin than the Treaty of Versailles.
It was the cause of many conflicts between Ger-
mans and Poles, principally on account of the
expansionist aims of the Teutonic Knights.

Danzig faced a hard and cruel destiny right at
the beginning of its existence. It was originally
founded by an indigenous Slav tribe of fishermen
and received an influx of Polish blood early in its
history. That is an incontrovertible fact, though
I am no advocate of the German theory of blood
and race. At the turn of the tenth century Danzig
was already under the rule of the great Polish
king Boleslaw the Brave. From the middle of the
twelfth century (1148), by virtue of a Bull issued
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